Endothelin and the respiratory system.
Pharmacological research involving the endothelin peptides has emphasized their activities in vascular systems, from both physiological and pathophysiological perspectives. However, the endothelins are known also to be synthesized and released from respiratory epithelial cells and to have potent effects in nonvascular components of the respiratory tract. Douglas Hay, Peter Henry and Roy Goldie summarize present understanding of the pharmacology of the endothelins in the respiratory system and assess the potential pathophysiological role in asthma.